
Good Friday Service

Hymn 256 From Heaven you Came

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.

Sentence
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53.12

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord have Mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be 
betrayed and to be given into the hands of sinners and to suffer death upon the cross.
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever? Amen.
 

Isaiah 52.13-53.12
 13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and li�ed up and highly exalted. 14 Just as there were 
many who were appalled at him – his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his
form marred beyond human likeness – 15 so he will sprinkle many na�ons, and kings will shut their mouths 
because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 
understand.

 1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before 
him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to a�ract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of 
suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held 
him in low esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniqui�es; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his genera�on protested? For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. 
10 Yet it was the Lord ’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life an 
offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his 
hand. 
11 A�er he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be sa�sfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant 
will jus�fy many, and he will bear their iniqui�es. 
12 Therefore I will give him a por�on among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because 
he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors.



 Psalm 22
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me: why are you so far from helping me

and from the words of my groaning?
2 My God, I cry to you by day, but you do not answer: and by night also I take no rest.
3 But you con�nue holy: you that are the praise of Israel.
4 In you our forebears trusted: they trusted, and you delivered them;
5 To you they cried and they were saved: 
they put their trust in you and were not confounded.
6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man: the scorn of all and despised by the people.
7 Those that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out their lips at me and wag their heads, saying,
8 ‘He trusted in the Lord—let him deliver him: let him deliver him, if he delights in him.’
9 But you are he that took me out of the womb: 
that brought me to lie at peace on my mother’s breast.
10 On you have I been cast since my birth: 
you are my God, even from my mother’s womb.
11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand: and there is none to help.
12 Many oxen surround me: fat bulls of Bashan close me in on every side.
13 They gape wide their mouths at me: like lions that roar and rend.
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: 
my heart within my breast is like mel�ng wax.
15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd: and my tongue clings to my gums.
16 My hands and my feet are withered: and you lay me in the dust of death.
17 For many dogs are come about me: and a band of evildoers hem me in.
18 I can count all my bones: they stand staring and gazing upon me.
19 They part my garments among them: and cast lots for my clothing.
20 O Lord, do not stand far off: you are my helper, hasten to my aid.

1 Corinthians 1.18-31
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 
19 For it is wri�en: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’ 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through
the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gen�les, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.

 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human
strength.

 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influen�al; not many were of noble birth.

 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 
to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things 
that are not – to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemp�on. 31 Therefore, as it is wri�en: ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the 
Lord.’



John 18.1-19.42

18 1 When he had finished praying, Jesus le� with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other 
side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had o�en met there with his disciples. 3 So 
Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the
Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 
4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, ‘Who is it you 
want?’ 5 ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘I am he,’ Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 
with them.) 
6 When Jesus said, ‘I am he,’ they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, ‘Who is it you 
want?’ ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they said. 8 Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, 
then let these men go.’

 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: ‘I have not lost one of those you gave 
me.’ 
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cu�ng off his right ear. 
(The servant’s name was Malchus.)

 11 Jesus commanded Peter, ‘Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?’ 
12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound 
him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the 
people. 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest,
he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other 
disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant-girl on duty there and brought 
Peter in. 
17 ‘You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?’ she asked Peter. He replied, ‘I am not.’

 18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood round a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was 
standing with them, warming himself. 
19 Meanwhile, the high priest ques�oned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 ‘I have spoken openly 
to the world,’ Jesus replied. ‘I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come 
together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why ques�on me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I 
said.’ 
22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials near by slapped him in the face. ‘Is this the way you answer the 
high priest?’ he demanded. 23 ‘If I said something wrong,’ Jesus replied, ‘tes�fy as to what is wrong. But if I 
spoke the truth, why did you strike me?’ 
24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

 25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was s�ll standing there warming himself. So they asked him, ‘You aren’t one of 
his disciples too, are you?’ He denied it, saying, ‘I am not.’

 26 One of the high priest’s servants, a rela�ve of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, 
‘Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?’ 
27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a cock began to crow.

 28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was 
early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to 
be able to eat the Passover.

 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, ‘What charges are you bringing against this man?’ 30 ‘If he were not
a criminal,’ they replied, ‘we would not have handed him over to you.’ 



31 Pilate said, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.’ ‘But we have no right to execute 
anyone,’ they objected. 32 This took place to fulfil what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going 
to die.

 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, ‘Are you the king of the 
Jews?’ 34 ‘Is that your own idea,’ Jesus asked, ‘or did others talk to you about me?’ 35 ‘Am I a Jew?’ Pilate 
replied. ‘Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?’

 36 Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 
the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.’ 
37 ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born 
and came into the world is to tes�fy to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’

 38 ‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, ‘I find no
basis for a charge against him. 
39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the �me of the Passover. Do you want me to
release “the king of the Jews”?’ 
40 They shouted back, ‘No, not him! Give us Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.

19 1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it 
on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, ‘Hail, king of 
the Jews!’ And they slapped him in the face.

 4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.’ 
5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the 
man!’

 6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify! Crucify!’ But Pilate 
answered, ‘You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.’ 
7 The Jewish leaders insisted, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to 
be the Son of God.’

 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. ‘Where do you 
come from?’ he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 
10 ‘Do you refuse to speak to me?’ Pilate said. ‘Don’t you realise I have power either to free you or to crucify 
you?’

 11 Jesus answered, ‘You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the
one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ 
12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shou�ng, ‘If you let this man go, 
you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.’ 
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the 
Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 
14 It was the day of Prepara�on of the Passover; it was about noon. ‘Here is your king,’ Pilate said to the 
Jews.

 15 But they shouted, ‘Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!’ ‘Shall I crucify your king?’ Pilate asked. 
‘We have no king but Caesar,’ the chief priests answered.

 16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.  So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.

 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).

 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others – one on each side and Jesus in the middle.



 19 Pilate had a no�ce prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the 
jews . 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the 
sign was wri�en in Aramaic, La�n and Greek. 
21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, ‘Do not write “The King of the Jews”, but that this man 
claimed to be king of the Jews.’

 22 Pilate answered, ‘What I have wri�en, I have wri�en.’ 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of 
them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bo�om.

 24 ‘Let’s not tear it,’ they said to one another. ‘Let’s decide by lot who will get it.’ This happened that the 
scripture might be fulfilled that said, ‘They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.’ So
this is what the soldiers did.

 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing near by, he said 
to her, ‘Woman, here is your son,’ 27 and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ From that �me on, this 
disciple took her into his home. 
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 
‘I am thirsty.’ 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of 
the hyssop plant, and li�ed it to Jesus’ lips. 
30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.

 31 Now it was the day of Prepara�on, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish 
leaders did not want the bodies le� on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs 
broken and the bodies taken down.

 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and 
then those of the other.

 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.

 35 The man who saw it has given tes�mony, and his tes�mony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and 
he tes�fies so that you also may believe.

 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be 
broken,’ 37 and, as another scripture says, ‘They will look on the one they have pierced.’ 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away.

 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about thirty-five kilograms.

 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish burial customs.

 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no 
one had ever been laid.

 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Prepara�on and since the tomb was near by, they laid Jesus there.



Medita�on

My Most Glorious and Suffering Lord, this was Your Hour.  It was the Hour by which You 
conquered sin and death.  It was the Hour for which You came into this world, taking on 
flesh so as to offer Your precious life for the salva�on of the world.

May I be with You, dear Lord, in these moments of suffering and death.
May I, like Your Mother, John, and Mary Magdalene, stand at the foot of the Cross, 
gazing upon the perfect Gi� of Love.

My suffering Lord, may I see in Your Cross the most perfect act ever known in this world.
M ay I see Love in its most pure form.  May my eyes and soul look beyond the blood and pain 

and see Your Loving Heart, pouring forth Mercy upon me and upon the whole world.

Today I sit in silent adora�on of You, my God.  I sit quietly, beholding 
the great mystery of our faith.  

I behold God, beaten, bruised, mocked, tortured, and killed.  But in this act, I see all 
grace and Mercy flowing from Your wounded Heart. 

  Bathe the world in Your Mercy, dear Lord.  Cover us with Your grace and draw us to 
new life through Your death.  We love You, dear Lord.  We love You with all our hearts.

J esus, we thank you for all you did for us. Amen

Prayers of intercession

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the �me of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Jesus said: Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Ma�hew 11.28

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trus�ng in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming sinners and invi�ng them to the Lord's table.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's forgiveness.
Merciful God, our maker, and our judge, we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all 
your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Hymn 600 O my saviour li�ed

OFFERTORY



Blessed are you, Lord, God of all crea�on. Through your goodness we have these gi�s to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Li� up your hearts. We li� them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.- 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God. We give you thanks 
and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
He offered the one true sacrifice for sin, and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
The tree of defeat became the tree of victory; where life was lost, there life has been restored.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and 
glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you for these gi�s of your crea�on, this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be partakers 
of Christ's body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.'
A�er supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, 
saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as o�en as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded: proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all 
upon the cross, his mighty resurrec�on and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again, we 
celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son and bring us with all your people into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.

The body of Christ  keep you in eternal life. Amen
The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen

Prayer a�er communion
Most merciful God, you have restored us to life by the triumphant death of Jesus, your Son. Con�nue his 
healing work within us that all who partake in this communion may give themselves wholly to your service.

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of your Spirit.

Hymn 342 When I survey the Wondrous Cross

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him crucified a sure ground for faith, a firm 
support for hope, and the assurance of sin forgiven and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:   In the name of Christ. Amen.


